
2 Regent Road, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
  

 

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 

John Swinney MSP 

 

 

F/T: 0300 244 4000 
E: dfmcse@gov.scot 

  

James Dornan MSP 
Convener 
Education and Skills Committee  
T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 

 

___ 
 
27th February 2018 
 
 
Dear James  
 
 
I wrote to you on 31 October following your letter of 5 October requesting further information 
about the arrangements for the research into children’s experiences of additional support for 
learning.  Within that letter, I explained that we were working towards having a contractor in 
place by the end of 2017 with research available in summer of 2018.  I know that the 
Committee have a continued interest in this research and thought it would be helpful to 
provide an update on progress.   
 
Following a procurement process, Research Scotland were awarded the contract in 
December 2017 and fieldwork is starting within the local authorities involved in the research.  
Work is on track to have the final research report delivered to the Scottish Government in the 
summer of this year.  The attached note provides background information, the aims and 
objectives of the research and details of the methodology.       
 
The consultation on the presumption of mainstreaming guidance ended on 9 February.   As 
agreed as part of my response to the Committee Report on Additional Support for Learning, 
we will ensure that we take into account the research findings before finalising guidance on 
the presumption of mainstreaming.   
 
I hope this information is helpful to you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR LEARNING: RESEARCH ON THE EXPERIENCE OF 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AND THOSE THAT SUPPORT THEM 
 
Background  
 
The Education and Skills Committee published a report on Additional Support for Learning 
on 15 May 2017 which made a series of recommendations to the Scottish Government 
including recommendations to review the experience of pupils, parents, support staff and 
teachers in mainstream schools.  The Cabinet Secretary responded to the Education and 
Skills Committee on 26 July 2017 and committed to research -  
 
I recognise that the Committee wishes to build from the evidence that they have heard.  The 
Scottish Government will commission independent research into the experiences of children, 
young people, parents, school staff, including support staff, and education authorities and 
their partners in relation to additional support for learning.  This one-off review will be used to 
inform future policy development and reporting. This research will run concurrently with the 
mainstreaming guidance consultation.    
 
In developing this research, the decision was also taken to expand the scope of the research 
to include mainstream schools, special schools and mainstream schools with specialist units, 
including those in a shared placement.  This will ensure that the information that we have to 
inform policy reflects all of the types of provision where children and young people learn.   
 
Following a procurement process, Research Scotland has been awarded the contract.   
 
Aims and objectives  
 
This research aims to inform policy decisions on additional support for learning through 
delivering an understanding of the experiences of children, young people, parents, teachers, 
support staff, educational psychologists, the school leadership and education authorities and 
their partners in relation to additional support for learning.   
 
This research will: 
 

 gather in-depth information of how children with additional support needs are finding 
the system and whether their families feel that they are getting their needs met.   

 identify what works well in relation to inclusion and what gets in the way so that we 
can support appropriate actions and break down barriers.   

 provide an indication of whether the correct balance is being struck between placing 
children in mainstream schools, special schools and mainstream schools with 
specialist units, and how included children and families are in that decision making 
process.   

 look across all provision and find out whether children are having good inclusive 
experiences that support their learning and sense of wellbeing.   
 

Methodology  
 
The qualitative research project will involve discussions with: 

 children and young people with additional support needs; 

 headteachers, teachers and support workers;  

 parents; and 

 education officers and educational psychologists. 
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Research Scotland has selected six local authority areas in Scotland in which to undertake 
this research - Highland, Scottish Borders, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Fife and North Ayrshire.  
The six focus local authority areas included provide a mix of urban/ rural classification, levels 
of deprivation and level of children with recorded ASN.  
 
The research will involve in depth work with three schools in each of the selected local 
authorities.  This will involve a mix of mainstream schools, schools with specialist ASN units, 
and ASN special schools.  In each school Research Scotland will aim to organise: 
 

 face to face discussions with six children and young people with a range of additional 
support needs – exploring their education experiences; 

 face to face discussions with three staff members - one member of the leadership 
team, one teacher and one support worker; and 

 telephone or face to face discussions with two parents of children with additional 
support needs. 

 
This fieldwork will take place during February, March and April 2018. 
 
The research will involve children from P1 to S6, with a range of needs, and the discussion 
guides will be adapted to suit each situation, in discussion with teachers at each school. 
 
The final research report will be delivered to the Scottish Government in the summer of 
2018. 
 
 

 


